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OBSERVATIONS addreffed to the Friends 

of the Constitution, occaftoned by the 

late Addrefs of the Whig Club. 

THE late Addrefs of the Whig Club to the 

Nation at large, with the form of an 

Agreement propofed in order to procure the 

Repeal of thofe wife and necelfary precautions, 

the new Bills, for the prefervation and fecurity 

of his Majefty’s Perfon and Government, may 

juftly excite alarm among the Friends of the 

Conftitution, as well as an Indignant Feeling in 

every Independent Mind: That an Alfociation 

of Gentlemen, many of whom are unknown to the 

bulk of the Nation ; others, indeed, too well 

known, as employing their great talents in a 

fydematic oppofition to every meafure of Go¬ 

vernment—oppoling even their own propofitions, 

if adopted or followed by Adminidration, (yet 

not pojfejjing the confidence of the Country) Ihould 

dictate, in their private capacity, a public meafure 

to the Nation at large, a meafure teeming with 

the mod fatal confequences, may9 and fhould ex¬ 

cite a fenfe of Indignation among thofe Friends 

of Conditutional Liberty, who are as little dif- 

pofed to make a tame furrender of their Right 
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of thinking and acting for themfelves to a dic¬ 

tatorial Faction, as to a Minifterial Mandate.— 

That a Club, unknown to the Laws and Conjlitution 

of the Realm, fhould propofe a public reproba¬ 

tion of thofe A<fts of the Legiflature which are 

indifpenfibly neceffary to the fecurity of . the 

Conftitution, a Conftitution which they profefs 

to fupport, may and fhould fill every Friend to 

the Conftitution, and peace of his Country, 

with the moft ferious alarm ; as we have 

before our eyes the fatal effects of the influence 

of Political Clubs in France, which, after 

having overturned the Throne, reduced the 

Reprefentatives of the People in the Conven¬ 

tion to a cypher, and the People themfelves into 

bondage, and brought in a train of horrors un¬ 

exampled in the Hiftory of the World: For it 

is eafy to perceive that where-ever a Club Go- 

vernmknt, that is to fay, the Government 

of a Faction becomes paramount, it muff 

ever, of necejfity, produce ftmilar effe6ts ; becaufe, 

having no foundation of legitimate authority, 

and being jealous of that part of the People 

whom their factitious patriotifm could not de¬ 

ceive, whom their profufton fhould not be able 

to bribe, nor their affumed powers awe into 

fubmiflion ; thofe powers muft be maintained by 

Force, and a Revolutionary Tribunal. 

No evidence is wanting, not even to demon- 

firation, that fuch Meetings and Affociations as 

are 
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are the objects of the new Bills, were formed and 

held with defigns the moft hoftiie to the peace 

and fecurity of the Country ; and that the 

Conventions, which in the three Kingdoms 

were defigned to fuperfede the authority of the 

Legiiiature, were to have been com poled, not of 

Reprefentalives of the People, but Deputies of Ja¬ 

cobin Clubs. Fear only has for the prefent 

checked the profecution of thefe pernicious 

fchemes ; but remove the terror Sedition is 

under from the reprobated Bills, and England 

would foon feel the difinal confequences in the 

ruin of her liberties, and of all that is, or can be 

dear to the heart of Man—©/* Man, I mean, not 

converted into a Jacobin. This is no random 

charge: You have it in evidence on Stone’s 

Trial, in an original paper, containing the com¬ 

munications of an Englishman to the enemies 

of his Country ! “ Terror, fays the Writer, per¬ 

vades the Friends of Liberty, who would foon Jhew 

a different appearance if they were countenanced by 

the Majority of the People !” But, as they now pro- 

fefs themfelves Friends to the Peace and Confti- 

tution of their Country, it follows by neceffary 

confequence, this different appearance would 

be hoftiie to the Peace and Conflitiition 

of the Country : And the Majority of the 

People are therefore concerned to fupDort the 

new Bills, which may prevent the Friends 

©f Liberty from fliewing an appearance fo dif- 

A 2 ferent 
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ferent from their prefent pretenfions ; or, in 

other words, the Devil from Jhewing his cloven foot. 

Let the Majority of the People confider, that 

while Men arraign the Government under 

which4 they live, as arbitrary and tyrannical, 

and ufe every means fhort of open violence to 

oppofe its meafures, and all this with Impunity, 

their Imputation of Tyranny is confuted by 

the licence of their own words and adlions. Let 

the Majority of the People reflefl that they have 

the fame Right they ever had of affembling under 

Mayors, Sheriffs, and other Officers, for all the 

ufual purpofes of fiich Meetings, and that the 

new Bills do nothing more than every efla- 

bliflied Government mufl, prevent the affem- 

bling of Seditious People, for the decided pur- 

pofe of deftroying the Government of their 

Country. Let the Majority of the People 

confider alfo, that while the new Bills, however 

mifreprefented, ftill acknowledge, preferve, and 

fecure the Right of affembling to the People, un¬ 

der proper Officers; they have a Liberty unknown 

to the French People,* after all the tragedies 

that 

* The people of France, under their new Diretfory, are now 

about as much u the Sovereign People” as Sancho Pancha ; (in 
Don Quixote) who,v-when his credulity was fo much played 
upon, by the Duke and Duchefs, that he fancied himfelf King of 

the IJland of Barataria, found himfelf, upon fitting down to 
table, forbidden by the Wand of his Direfior to touch any of the 

dilhes) this was not good for him j that was not good for him. 
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that have been acted, and the treafures laviftied, 

under the pretext of procuring Liberty to the 

People, but in reality, to transfer to a Republican 

Fa ft ion the power of an abfolute Monarchy: For thefe 

difmal tragedies have ended in beguiling the 

People of thofe fo much boafted Rights of 

Men, with which they were at firft flattered by 

their up-ftart Governors. Such is the Farce of 

Liberty, which hath fucceeded the Tragedies 

played off by the Jacobins in that unhappy 

Country, that the People are not allowed fo 

much of the ufe of their tongues as to exprefs 

their difapprobation of a Theatrical Song, or a 

Mufcal Air in public! For, as Plutarch obferves 

of the Egyptians, that they worfhipped that 

pojlerior eruption of foetid air, vulgarly called 

a F##t, fo are the French people obliged to 

worfhip a theatrical air to their Goddefs of 

Liberty, while the liberty of hilling difappro¬ 

bation is punifhed with the Bayonet i For, 

fays the Minifter of General Police in his orders 

to the General of the Army of the Interior, 

So when the Sovereign People of France thought of fitting down, 
after all their toils, to enjoy their Majejlyjhips a little, their Direc¬ 
tory aiTure them, Equality is not good for them, Popular AJfem- 

blies are not good for them, &c. &c. till at length “ le Peuple 
Souverain,, find nothing is good for them except fighting for the 

Directory, with as little profit or good to themfe'ves, as Squire Sancho 

derived from attending the Knight to fight the Windmill; and find, 

tike the filly Pancha, that whatever hopes their mad Knights 
Errant infpired at firft, it is not fo eafy to fit down King of Pancakes, 

(Paris, 
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(Paris, Jan. 15, 1796,) cc If they dare again ts 

“lift up their voices” (N. B. To hifs in the 

Theatre) cc let a fpeedy and fever e reprejfion ftrike 

“ with awe: the murmurs of a few feditious men” 

(hear and be filent ye friends of France !) 

“shall not prevail over the Will of the 

“ Government !!!” . 

Now, let the Majority of the People of England, 

Scotland, and Ireland confider for a moment, the 

wonderful legerdemain of the Friends of the People 

in France, who^ with fuch celerity, have met amor - 

phofed the Will of the People into the Will of the Go¬ 

vernment ! And they may be allured, with the 

the fame eafe and difpatch, the Friends of Liberty 

in Britain (fuch as in Stone’s trial are referred to) 

would, if they were countenanced by the Ma¬ 

jority of the People, produce the like change in 

the property of the Nation; and by the magic 

of a requifition, or a forced loan, transfer the 

money of the People to be difpofcd of by the will 

of their own Government, and metamorphofe the 

wearers of fmall cloaths into Sans Culottes who 

have none to wear. Let John Bull reflect what 

he has to expect (befides being bated and tied to a 

fake) from thofe, who though 66 now kept under a 

“ terrour, would foon fhew a different appearance 

cc if they were countenanced by the Majority of the 

“People” It is the reftraint impofed on the 

operation 
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operation of their principles which excitestheir 

enmity to the obnoxious Bills ; and this re- 

ftraint the In ter eft of the People requires to 

have continued, not removed, if they regard 

Life, Liberty or Property : Nor let it be thought, 

that perfons poflefled of the latter would be the 

only fufferers from the prevalence of a Demo- 

cratical Fafiion and the Annihilation of Order; 

the lift of the guillotined in France compre¬ 

hends as well the lowejl as the higheft ranks; 

the City of Lyons flowed with the blood of 

its manufacturers ; and multitudes who efcaped 

the executioner and the fword, died by famine. 

Where regular Government is deftroyed, all 

fufler, and the Authors of the Mifchief eventually 

as much as the Innocent. Petion, Briflot, 

Marat, Robefpierre, and numberlefs others may 

(hew the leaders of Rebellion, that ill-gotten 

power is no Tower of Defence; and the people 

may learn that inftead of a mild Prince, they 

may get a fanguinary Defpot, by a Revolution in 

favour of Democracy: Therefore the Majority 

of the People, whether they pojjefs property or not, 

yet if they value life or liberty, are deeply inte- 

refted in fupporting thofe Bills which check 

the operation of Treafon and Rebellion. Every 

Man in his fenfes would aflift in putting a 

muzzle on a Bear, or in driving a Wolf from 

the fold! And it may be of further ufe to re¬ 

mind 



mind thofe, who, in their political windings 

and doublings, never make a fir ait courfe to the 

Covert we know they aim at, that whatever may 

be their inconfiftency in reprobating at one time 

the meafure of quartering Soldiers in London, (un¬ 

doubtedly on the part of Adminiftration, with 

the juft defign of repreffing Sedition) and, at 

another, the feparation of the Soldiery in Barracks, 

(a meafure which relieves the Publican, and 

tends to preferve the peace and morals of the 

Community); yet, as their objed is known, it 

might be as well to take the counfel of a com¬ 

mon fellow who, after attending the Meeting 

at Copenhagen Houfe, made this prudential 

reflexion—“ As we cannot corrupt the Soldiery we 

ec may as well let thefe things alone” Thanks be 

to God ! the common Soldier maintains the 

honour of the Britifh name, fo miferably tar- 

nifhed by the treafon of his fuperiors in rank and 

fortune. But Equality Orleans, though at the 

expence of 300,000!. fterling, he had feduced 

the French Army from their allegiance, yet loft 

his efiate and his head, by the judgment of thofe 

very Men whom he had raifed to Power.— 

tx A Soldier’s City is the Camp—his Houfe is his 

Tent,” faid that great Roman, Paulus AEmilius, 

in the sera of Rome’s greateft Liberty. 

If 
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If the example of that great Republic is of 

any weight, it will certainly affi.fl the Friends, 

not the Enemies of thefe obnoxious Bills.— 

cc SaTus Populi fuprema Lex efto”—cc Let the 

Public Safety be the Supreme Law,” was the 

firft principle of the Republic. In purfuance of 

this principle, when great emergencies required 

that the Executive Government fhould be 

ftrengthened, a Dictator with unlimited powers 

was appointed, “ Ne quid Detrimenti capiat 

“ Refpublica,” <c to take care the State came 

cc to no harm.” That magnanimous People 

had the v/ifdom to difcern, that no forefight 

of human Legiflators could antecedently provide 

againft thofe Contingencies which might ruin 

the State, before the formality of regular laws 

could come in to its aid; and, therefore, the 

weaknefs of human foreiight wTas relieved by 

the expedient of a temporary authority, pa¬ 

ramount to all laws, and lodged in hands that 

had the confidence cf the Public ; for the exercife 

of v/hich authority this extraordinary Ma- 

giftrate was eventually accountable. 

Neither could it be forefeen, at the firft dawn 

of Liberty, in the reign of Edward the Third, 

when the Statute againft Treafons wras made, 

when Monarchy was revered, and the licenfe 

cf a Democracy unknown, that four centuries 

afterwards, the madnefs raging in various parts 

B of 
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of Europe, would defiroy two great Monarchy 

attempt the life of a third, convulfe the 

World, and endanger the very exigence of 

Human Society : And all this in the fpace of 

three years. It was not then forefeen that any 

born of Enflifh blood would feek the entire fub- 

verfion of the Laws of England ; fupport pub• 

licly the caufe of the public Enemy, and allifl it 

fecretly, by traitorous correfpondence. The 

Tarpeian Rock, in the times of Roman Liberty y 

would, with little ceremony, have put a flop to 

fuch proceedings: A mild warning is given by 

the obnoxious Bills againft the further profe- 

cution of feditious meafures in England. 

A Government would not deferve its na?nef 

and would forfeit its exi/lence to the firll Faction, 

were it abfurdly to praftice that pajfive obedience 

and non-refinance to the voice of Sedition, which 

the Authors and Abettors of Sedition reprobate on 

the part of the fubjeft towards any Government. 

Restraint neceffarily arifes out of the very 

nature and effence of focial union, which is the 

junction of many individuals into one body, by 

Tome obligation ethat keeps them together for 

the common good. This, even Rouffeau him- 

fclf maintains as the principle of his Social 

Compact. The very Globe we inhabit, and 

the whole Planetary Syftem exhibit a great a 

flriking example of a fimilar principle in the 
Natural 
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Natural World, which is the confervation of the 

whole fyjiem. The minuted: parts of matter,^ as 
well as the planetary orbs, are all under teat 
common law which attract them towards one ' 
common point, and to one another. There u 

nothing ccrrefpondcnt to Democracy in Mature, or in 

the Empire of God. If the Sydem o* ^atuie 
was conducted upon principles at all umilar 
or analogous to the doctrines of French and 
An<do-Gallican Jacobins, the particles m the 
lower parts of the Earth would drive to be up- 
permoft; all Nature would be in a date of 
Ebullition; one general explofion of internal 
fires would annihilate Life ; our Globe be 
ihivered into a Chaos of Atoms, reduced to the 
Atheid’s fortuitous concourfe, from whence 
he fuppofes it to have been derived ; one 
Univerfal Wreck of Nature in the Heavens and 
the Earth, would fucceed this goodly “Umver- 
“ fal Frame, thus wond’rous fair the contem¬ 
plation of which is of itfelf one of the nobleft 
of our pleafures, and the fublimed exerene or 
cur underdanding. This is not fanciful : 
There is an analogy throughout ail Nature, 
(which is the Work of God) and the Moral 
World may be illudrated by the material. 
While Social Union, or the jundion of many <nto 

■ one body, is analogous to the harmony of tne 
Material Sydem, (called by the Ancients, tne 
Mufic of the Spheres): Sedition, like a Vo.- 

B 2 
ca$ic 
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canic Eruption, is the reparation and dif-union 

of one body into many, by the burfting afunder of 

the common band of Union ; or in the language 

of the French Revolution, cc by the Eruption of 

“ the Principles of Equality:” Either, there¬ 

fore, a Power muft relide fome-where in the 

Body Politic, to check and counteract the prin¬ 

ciples that tend to dif-union and diffolution, 

(as phylicians adminifter antiTceptic medicines 

to prevent putrefaction) or it mujl ceafe to be a 

Body, and fall to pieces. Union and Dis¬ 

union cannot fubfift together. All Free States 

have feen and admitted this reftraining Power, 

no lefs than abfolute Monarchies. The cele¬ 

brated Hiftorian, Polybius, who wrote during 

the molt flourilhing sera of Roman Liberty, 

relates, in the fixth book of the Roman Dif- 

cipline, “ that the Roman Confuls had a kind of 

6i Regal authority, as they might call together 

“ the Senate and People whenever they pleafedd* 

Public AiTemblies could not be convened by 

any private perfons: A Public Officer, the Prasco, 

or Herald, was appointed for this purpofe, 

under the Macdftrates: And as fuch Alfemblies 
° • 

could only be called, fo could they only be 

difmiffied by authority from the Magiftrate ; by 

whom alfo they were regulated and governed.— 

The celebrated Grotius, the moll accurate of 

writers, obferves that it was the Prerogative 

of the Ma^iilrates, in all the Free States of An- 

tiquity 
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tiquity, to convene, govern, and difmifs Aifem- 

blies of the People : (“ ne oAuis fine eorum arbi- 

'« tratu Comitia aut Concionem convocare 

« poflet/. e. “ that without their pleafure, no 

« Affembly for palling Votes or Refohes, or for 

Public Speaking, or haranguing the People, could 

“be convened/5 The fame privilege was 

^ranted by the jews to their Chief IViagiftrate, 

when they recovered their Liberty and Inde¬ 

pendence under the Maccabees* (See Giotius 

on the Maccabees, Book I, chap. 14, 44.) Ihe 

Roman Law, fays the fame accurate,writer, (on 

Acts xix.) inflicted the penalty of death on all 

irregular Alfembli.es, except in cafes of Tire, In* 

vafion, and other extraordinary emergencies. 

The Free States of Greece, as well as Rome, 

made a fimilar provilion againft Seditious 

Affemblies of the People, and inveited their 

Magiftrates with fimilar powers. A popular 

Affembly in thefe Republics was denominated 

“Ecclefia,” from its being convoked (as the 

word implies) by the Magiftrate. Alo Ajfemo y% 

even for the furpofe of performing Religious tits, 

were allowed, in the ancient Republics, without a 

p reft ding Magiftrate who had the foie power of con- 

dueling, a[fe mb ling, and di[miffing the People ; and 

the prefiding Magiftrate was invefted with au¬ 

thority to inflict penalties on fuch occaiions r 

niibehaviour, not only upon Individuals, 1 ut 
public 
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-Public Bodies: The penalties were corporal pu- 

nijhment, yfm, and excommunications. (See, for 

Authorities, Mr. Weft on the Olympic Games, 

Grotius and Hammond on Ads xix, and the 

learned Minter’s Greek Lexicon, on the word 

Ecclefia,”) I cite Authorities, becaufe it 

would be of ufe to enquire into the fubjed, 

and not take up falfe ideas of Liberty Jrom Se¬ 

ditious Declaimers, who would foon abridge Englifh 

Liberties, if entrufled with Power. 

Now, if under the Free States of Greece and 

Rome, where Liberty was fo much adored, where 

the Laws were made by the People, the fevereft 

pains and penalties were impofed by Law upon 

all AiTemblies of the People not convened and 

governed by the Magiftrate; if fuch reftraints 

were fubmitted to by thofe Free States, ever 

jealous of the lea ft infringement of their Liberties, 

and ever prompt to defend them ; it is a proof 

they conftdered fuch reflraints as perfedly con- 

fiflent with Liberty, and even necejfary to its pre- 

fervation ; and therefore the new Bills palled by 

the Britilh Legiflature for the fame purpofe, 

are not new in their principle, but as old as the 

Free States of Antiquity, and confiftent even 

with a Republican Government, fo that we have 

no danger to apprehend from them, but on the 

contrary, much to apprehend without them ; fa* 

we have feen, within the compafs of about a 

dozen years, a lawlefs mob attack both Houfesof 

Parliament* 
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Parliament, infult the Reprefentathes of the Peo- 

pie, fet the Metropolis on lure, and commence a 

general Plunder : We have feen lawlefs ?nobs 

attempt the life of the King, and affemble for the 

avowed purpofe of dejiroying the Religion and 

Government of the Country• And as the Orator 

Demofthenes aliedged, when he flood charged 

with procuring an unpopular Law, in a feafon 

of great public diflrefs from the fucceffes of the 

Enemy, “ It was not an Orator that made this 

“ Decree* but the Battle of Chaeronea j” fo was 

it not a Mini ft er of State that occafioned the en¬ 

acting of the Obnoxious Bills, but the Meeting at 

Copenhagen-Houfe, and other Seditious Affem- 

blies, defigning to deftroy the Majejly of the People\ 

which refides in the Sovereign, the tranquillity 

of all his Majefty’s Liege Subjeds, and the over¬ 

throw of the Kingdom, “ after the manner of 

*c France.” 

That a defign exifted to eflfeft a Revolution 

by forcible means, and through the aid of an 

invading enemy, is put beyond a doubt, by the evi¬ 

dence of original Papers and Correfpondencies* 

publilhed and produced to the view of the 

Nation, efpecially on the feveral trials for 

Treafon and Sedition in the three Kingdoms,, 

and other manifold proofs obvious to every man 

not born mentally blind : And we have the 

greater reafon at this moment to fupport thofe 
Bills- 
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Bills, fo obnoxious to the feif-named Friends of 

Liberty, becaufe we have it on their own authority, 

in one of their dete&ed correfpondencies de- 

iigned for France, “ that the Sons of Liberty would 

ufoon Jhew a different appearance if they were not 

“ refrained by Fear” And this is as folid a rca- 

fon for impofing the reflraint of Fear by the 

new Bills, as for impofing reftraints on a Maniac. 

Let the Friends of the Constitution, 

therefore, learn fo much Policy from their 

Enemies, as to form engagements to fupport 

that Conflitution which Traitors are labouring 

fo inceffantly to defiroy, and take for their 

motto that noble and juftly celebrated refolution 

of the Old Barons, “Nolumus Leges Angli^e 

<c mutare —<c We will maintain the Laws and 

Conflitution of the Realm f and petition Par¬ 

liament, if need be, rather to extend than abridge 

the duration of the Bills fo obnoxious to 

Seditious Innovators; fo long as Britain ffall 

nourijh Sons that revolt from the interefts of their 

Barents and who ccr ref pond with the Public Enemy, 

in order to point out to that Enemy the means of 

obtaining the moft decided advantages in a Conieft, 

which is to decide upon the very exijience of their 

Country. 
A FREEHOLDER 

Of BANG-WEST, YORKSHIRE. 
i 



POSTSCRIPT. 

TlHE following intelligence from America fo 

ftrongly confirms what has been alledged 

in the preceding pages, 'that it is prefented to 

the reader as well for that reafon as for the ob- 

obvious and interefting conclufions that refult 

from it :— 
The Amflerdam Packet, Henaerfon, is arrived 

in Clyde, from New-York, and brings Ame¬ 

rican newfpapers to the end of December, 1795* 

The intercepted letters of the brencn An> 

baffador Fauchet, taken in the Jean Bart, had 

been publifhed. From them it appears, that Fau¬ 

chet had been very inftrumental in fomenting 

the late Rebellion in the Weftern States againft 

the Government, and that he had endeavoured 

to raife a party to overthrow the Government 

of the United States. In this plot were in¬ 

volved, Secretary Randolph, and other lead¬ 

ing Men of the States. Fauchet, upon the dis¬ 

covery of this letter, had very prudently made 

his efcape from America. Randolph had 

refigned. 
The French party was ftrong in Virginia; 

but notwithstanding all the intrigues of the 

French faction to overturn the Confiitution, a 

very great majority in all the States, among 

whom were aim oil all the refpeciahle people, 

/ C ' were 
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were refolved firmly to fupport the Conftitu- 

tion, In moft of the States, refolutions had 
been palled, highly applauding the conduft of 
their venerable Prefident Walhington, repro- 

bating the infidious arts that had been ufed 
again!!: him, and approving of the Treaty of 

.Amity and Commerce betwixt Great-Rritain 
and the United States, as mutually beneficial to 
both Countries. 

In Fauchet’s difpatches, above alluded to, is 
the following remarkable paflage:—cc It appears 

to me, that thefe men (the Popular Societies,) 
with Randolph at their head, were beginning 

to decide on their party. About two or three 

days before the Proclamation was publiflied by 

the Weftern States, Mr. Randolph came to fee 

me with an air of great eagernefs, and made me 

the overtures, of which I have given you an 
account in my No. 6. Thus, with fome thou- 

fand of dollars, the Republic could have de¬ 
cided on Civil War, or on Peace: Thus the 

confciences of the pretended Patriots of Ame¬ 

rica have already their prices.” 

It appears from this Information, 

L That the French Republicans are fpreading 
Anarchy, and lighting up the flames of Civil 

War in every Region of the Earth, to which 
they can gain accefs, either as friends or enemies : 

II. That they make no fcruple to violate 

the Laws of Nations, for this purpofe, in a 

Foreign State, where their Ambaffador was 
protected; 
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protected y und. with which thole Republicans 

were at the time upon terms of Peace and Ami- 

/ cable Intercourfe : 
ill. That while America was repaying to the 

French Republicans the fums lent theCongrefs by 
their great andgoad Ally, (as Americafondly termed 

the late Louis XVI. and for which he eventually 

loft his Crown and Head,) and while American 
fupplies of Provifions and Naval Stores, enabled 
the French Republicans to fubfift and carry on 

the War, at the fame infant were thole Repub¬ 
licans, by bribery and corruption, endeavouring 

to fubvert the Government of a Friendly State, 

and to excite in it the fiames of Civil War : 
IV. That the popular Societies,* with 

Randolph at their head, favoured thefe deftgns 

avainft their Country: 
6 C 2 V. That 

Mt is not eafy to fay what will fatisfy Popular Societies, or what 

fecurity can be had againft their fubverting any Government that can 
be formed, even bv a direeft Social Compact, or by the Will of the 

» People. The federal Conftitution of the American States was formed 
not to years ago, upon the deliberate confent of the majority of the 
people ; as much by the will of the whole people, as any National Act 
can poffibly be; it has been approved by other Nations, gained the 
confidence of Foreign Powers, rendered America populous, and flou- 
rifiling in her commerce and agriculture; Within ten or a dozen 
years America had feen two Revolutions : She firft revolted from 
Britain, and formed a Conftitution offo much Liberty, that it was found 
to depopulate her States, to ruin her Credit, and introduce Poverty : 

* (See Briffot’s Account of America.) It was then thought proper to 
form another Conjiitution, under which flie now is as flourifhing af the 
ftate of human affairs will admit. Yet the Popular Societies, in lefs 
than feven or eight years, endeavour to deftroy this again. Whereat 

this rate can be the end of Revolutions? What can fatisfy Popular 
Societies befides JEterral 'Tumult? France faw two 'entire Revolutions 
in three years, then gave herfelf to a Tyranny for two more, formed 
above eleven thoifand new Laws in about four years, and, at laft, another 
Conftitution repugnant to her fit ft principles,^ adopted by the great 

, body of the People; but this, it feems, does not go far enough to 
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V. That the pretended Patriots and Friends 

of Liberty in America would have decided on 

a Civil War or Peace, as they were bribed even 
with a contemptible fum : 

VI. That fuch pretended Patriots are held 

in contempt even by the French themfelves, who 
treat with them ; and that their treachery may, 

through circumftances perfectly accidental, (fuch 

as the taking of the Jean Bart, and the recovery 
of the defpatches when thrown overboard,) 

be difeovered and defeated when they leaft 
fufpect it. 

From the above particulars, which are con¬ 

tained in the information from America, the 
following concluhons may be drawn, which will 

apply nearer home, and thefe concluhons are 

here placed in numerical order, to correfpond 

with the feveral particulars of the information, 
that the juftnefs and exactnefs of each maybe 
obvious at firih fight. 

I. We may conclude, that the Alien Bill, at 
the commencement of the War, was a wife 
meafure of Government; and the majorities 

in both Iloufes of Parliament, that gave their 

decided fupport to the War, by that meafure 

checked the progrefs of French Anarchy in 

pleafe the friends of Anarchy in England, who defgn much more at home. 

What is Liberty? What is Life worth at this rate? if the Popular Societies 
are allowed thus to fport with both, with the tranquillity of thofe w ho 
have as good a right to the world, as Popular Societies? In plain 
Englifh, thefe things-**?//? not be fufFered; though they bellow as loud 
as a *Bu!l in favour of Anarchy; lor either they mu ft be Governed, or all 

Human Society is at an end. 

“ '* Vpnum habit in Cornut* 

Europe, 



c 

:W:|,.» ; [ 21 ] 
Europe, and the co-operation of French Re¬ 

publicans with* domeftic Traitors, to produce a 

Civil War at home : * 
II. That a People who renounce all Religion 

cannot be depended upon for the obfervance of 

any Comp aft, or of the Laws of Nations ; and that 

the faction in this Country, that have uniformly 
reprefented the French Republicans as con¬ 
tending only tor their own liberties (civil and 

religious!) and not at all difpofed to interrupt 

the tranquillity of other States, or their Inde¬ 

pendency ; either have very weak heads, or 
defgnedly co-operate with France, and keep her 

real intentions out of view—and in either fup- 

pofition ought not to be tru/led, or believed: 
III. That as Bribery and Corruption was em¬ 

ployed by the French Agent in America, as 

iikewife by French i^gents and Commiffioners 

in Europe, which is openly avowed in a Report 

prefented to the Convention many months ago, 

t (it is believed by St. Juft) in which a ftatement 

is given of the heavy expences on this head, 
there is reafon to fufped their corruption may have 

extended to the French Faction in this Country ; and 

the reafon is grounded on their approbation of 

the principles and meafures of France ; on their 

1 correfpondence with, and information given to, 

that Country: 
IV. That there may be pretended Patriots, 

Friends of Liberty, and Popular Societies, with 

another Randolph at their head, as open to 

the influence of French Gold^ and as much 
difpofed 
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dlfpofed to revolt, ard to create a Civil War in 

England, as thofe of a fimilar defgription in 

America: 
V. That, therefore, pretended Patriots, and 

nominal Friends of Liberty are to be watched and 
guarded; and the mark by which to know 
them, is affuredly an approbation of French 
principles and meafures : 

cc Hie niger eft : hunc tu, Romane, caveto.” 

VI. That as thefe pretended Patriots will 
probably be detected, and even Jhould they fuc- 

• ceed (which G od forbid for ever) they would not be 

tr lifted but defpifed by their new French friends ; 

(as might be learned from the fate of the 
Dutch Patriots,) their wifeft conduct would be to 

return into the bofoni of their benign Country, 

who will forgive them upon their repentance : 

Rut the conclufton from the whole cannot be 

too ftrongly recommended to the Friends of 
the Conftitution,—“ believe not the affections of 

thofe who pretend to be the Friends of Liberty, and 

- affume the name of Defenders of their Ccuntrds 

Rights, while they objedl to the neceffary means of 

defending the Country from a Foreign Fee, and the 

Conftitution from the attempts of Sedition and Freafon• 

“ It is better to die in battle, f aid Judas Macca- 

baus, than to behold the calamities of our People and 

cur Sandtuary.'* 

/ 


